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This became particularly clear when the terrible hour of ordeal canie for our
country: the fascists suddenly attacked our native land. The Metropolitan
Sergius Issued an epistle to the clergy and flock of the Russian Church and
called all believers to the unanimous defence of their country.
"Our forebears," he declared in his epistle, "did not lose heart, even in a worse
situation, because they did not think of personal clanger and gain, but of their
sacred duty to country and to faith, and they came off victorious. We will not
disgrace their glorious name., we Orthodox, their kin in blood and faith."
This appeal of the supreme hierarch did not prove to be '"the voice of one
crying in the wilderness". All believers responded to it. In the hour of danger
all united without distinction of position in one single aim of helping by some
means in the defence of their native land.
Parochial communities, seized with patriotic fervour, give the State large
monetary offerings for the defence fund for war needs. Offerings come from all
churches without exception.
Believers do not grudge money for the Red Army and for the defence of their
native land.
Thus, for example, for the Festival of the Red Army, Moscow churches
alone put aside one and a half million roubles for gifts to the warriors.
The Trinity community in Gorky collected in all a million roubles in money
for the defence, fund and warm clothing worth several hundred thousand
roubles. When the response of the faithful of Gorky was reported to the
Metropolitan Sergius, His Holiness made the following pronouncement:
"Bravo!: Nizhny-Novgorod has not disgraced the memory of Minin."
During October of last year (1941), the Germans made an attack on our
capital Immediate danger threatened Moscow. The population lived through
anxious moments; .Metropolitan Sergius appealed in an Epistle to his Moscow
flock : "Not for the first time does the Russian people live through an invasion
by foreigners, not for the first time do they receive a baptism of fire for the
salvation of their native land. The enemy is powerful, but 'great is the God of
the Russian land', as Mamay exclaimed on the field of Kulikovo when he had
been routed by the Russian forces. God willing, our present enemies will have
to repeat this exclamation."
The Acting Patriarch warns all against faint-heartedness before the invasion
of the enemy and begs that the precious heritage of our holy Orthodox faith be
preserved in a holy manner, and that all means be employed to co-operate in the
defence of the country. He reminds cowards and traitors that besides words of
admonishment, he has also been given by the Lord the spiritual sword for severe
correction.
"Upon all those who by their prayers, co-operation, labours and sacrifices help
our valiant defenders may the Lord's blessing dwell."
In November last (1941), Metropolitan Sergius once again issued an epistle
to all, in which he awakens in the people a certainty that the hour of victory is
near. "It is comforting to know that the seeds sown by our Patriarchate are
richly sprouting. Quite recently we turned to our flock, awakening patriotic
feelings, and now patriotism has arisen as a threatening wave for the enemy,
and already the hour is near when it will wipe him off the face of the earth."
During Easter, 1942, the holy Metropolitan Sergius issued a festival epistle.
In it, greeting believers at the great Christian festival of holy Easter, he declares:
"We are celebrating Easter, but the heavens above us are still covered with
clouds: our country still suffers under the ferocious invasion of the fascists.
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